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A WORD FROM OUR NEW DIRECTOR
My name is Lorisa Barraza  and I’m here to give you all the information you need to integrate into our dance family. 

So let’s get started!

 

A LITTLE BIT ABOUT ME

I have been lucky enough to be part of the DDS family for two years now and I have loved getting to know you all as a teacher

so much that when the opportunity arose to take over DDS I just couldn't resist! I have trained in all kinds of genres for many

years including hip hop, commercial, jazz, contemporary, lyrical and more! With many years of teaching experience behind  me

and so many new and innovative ideas bouncing around, I just can't wait to see what we at DDS can achieve in 2020!

 

I am a firm believer that anyone can dance. My goal as a director is to ensure my students grow the confidence to be able to

transform themselves into  little performers. 

Lorisa xo

We at DDS understand that choosing a studio that suits you can be tough and we are here to help.

This 2020 information guide will help answer most of your questions about fees, uniform and more!

if you have any other queries please don't hesitate to email us at lorisa@derrimutdancestudio.com. 

 

We'll see you on the dance floor!



2020

Get ready for a SMASHING year



OUR MISSION

At Derrimut Dance Studio we are committed to providing high quality dance and performing arts training for students of all ages and

abilities. We are proud to provide a safe and positive learning environment where all students can feel empowered, free to express

themselves and confident.

 

Students are coached and mentored by a team of teachers and student teachers who believe in bringing and demonstrating joy,

enthusiasm, friendship, organisation and honesty in each class, whilst also practicing safe and current dance practices.

 

We recognise that every student is an individual and we embrace each child’s individual needs, personality and goals.  We strive to

ensure that whilst part of the DDS family, students experience a sense of belonging, love, joy, creativity and happiness.

 

OUR TEACHERS

Derrimut Dance Studio prides themselves on our passionate and highly experienced teaching staff. We are committed to employing

teachers that are experienced, responsible, creative and dependable. 

All teachers hold qualifications relevant to their area of expertise and continually engage in professional development training. All

teaching staff hold a ‘Working with Children Check’

 

We are also fortunate to be a licensee of DanceStep for students who want to explore the wonderful world of dance teaching.  

We currently have 6 DanceStep Teachers who assist in our junior school classes during the week. 

Full teacher biographies can be viewed via our website.

 

2020 Teaching Staff include Miss Lorisa, Miss Chenelle, Miss Sam, Miss Abigail, Miss Kim and Miss Jayla

 

 

OUR BELIEFS



L J

OUR VALUES

OUR ETHOS



FOR OUR PARENTS AND STUDENTS

Dance is an individual art form and children
need to be allowed to achieve at a pace

that’s comfortable for them. 
 

No two students will progress at the same
time, even if the experience the exact same
training. Its important to encourage children
to focus on themselves, give their all and be

proud of their own accomplishments. 
 

Our goal is to educate the minds, bodies
and souls of our students, teaching them

skills needed for a successful life, whether
or not they stay involved in dance.

The first step to becoming a successful
dancer is making a solid commitment to

your classes. 
 

Strong technique is a key ingredient and
class is where you learn and develop this

technique. Come to class prepared to learn
and work hard. 

 
Dance full-out, stretch a little further,

become more aware of your technique and
make the most of every class. Nothing can
stop those students who apply themselves
in every class and appreciate their teachers

knowledge and experience. 
Most of all have fun and enjoy yourself.

Our dance educators meet regularly to
discuss students progress and class
placement.  It is our policy to offer

appropriate opportunities for every child.
Placement decisions are derived from many

years of teaching experience. 
 

Often a child is placed in a particular group
where he or she will feel confident, in order to

promote the development of self esteem.
Some students who are placed in a higher

level become discouraged. 
 

Others respond to the challenge of being in a
class with students who are more proficient

by pushing themselves to work harder. 

For our Parents For our Students Class Placement



RISING STARS
An elite competition and performance team that is designed to take students to the
next level. Becoming a Rising Star means  that students will be given the opportunity
to learn a multitude of routines throughout the year that they will then perform and
compete with. Rising Stars will help foster the dedication and teamwork as well as
ability to pick up choreography promptly. 

X-PRESS YOURSELF
A students-own choreographic competition. 'X-press Yourself,' will allow the students
to create their own choreography and showcase it to the audience. Let's get creating!

MID YEAR CABARET
Bringing a new and innovative waty to showcase the dancers's skills and progress.
Dine and dance with us as we party the night away!

NEW GENRES
we are thrilled to now be offering Commercial Jazz this year. It's fun, fast, sassy and
awesome to watch on stage.

SOLO STARS
Whilst Rising Stars may not be for you, we encourage all students to take to the
competition stage. We believe doing competitions creates an encouraging cohort,
brings out confidence and encourages a sense of drive and passion. Talk to Miss
Lorisa about taking private lessons to work on your routine.
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RISING STARS
Rising stars is DDS's new elite competition and performance team!
 
At DDS we understand that dance is an awesome way to get fit, have fun, make friends, grow
confidence and feel empowered. However, we also understand that dance can be addictive
and once you've caught the boogie bug it is hard to stop. The Rising Stars teams are designed
to take those dancers who are eager for more and give them a safe and friendly avenue to
explore the competitive side of dance. The Rising Stars teams will be a choreography heavy
class where multiple routines will be taught to students throughout the year and showcased at
various competitions. The Rising Stars teams will also have the responsibility of learning the
opening and/ or closing act of the DDS showcases.  We are so thrilled to be offering the
students a whole different experience and we can not wait to see these little dancers blossom.
 
Two teams will be available - B team (ages 6 - 9)
- A team (ages 10 +)
 
To give our Rising Stars teams the best opportunity at showcasing their strengths, Rising Stars
classes will be by invitation or audition only. Students participating in these classes must have
been dancing for a minimum of two years to have an already existing understanding of rhythm
and musicality. Rising Stars is also a privilege and not a substitution for their regular technical
based classes. We believe that in order to produce good performers and competitors the
student's should also be working towards improving their technique. 
 
For this reason, anyone wanting to participate in Rising Stars must do a minimum of Jazz and
Ballet.



Private lessons are available to all students wanting to work on competition routines or

dance technique. 

 

For competitions:

Competition solos require a lot of dedication from the students and can be very

rewarding for those students who work hard and are fully committed to their solo work.

Solo Extension lessons include Competition work as well as improving on dancer’s

technique.Students who wish to compete in solos must be committed to at home

practice and extension lessons.

 

For Technique:

Want to nail those double turns, start working on fouettes, finally get your aerial or touch

down on your splits? Private lessons may be what you're looking for. Let's work on

refining your technique so learning new skills and stepping out on stage becomes easier.

 

Booking

Book in for a one off lesson to work on technique or we offer consistent privates for

students to work on their competition routines. 

 

Talk to reception to reserve your spot!

PRIVATE LESSONS

$75 per Hour



Studio Hire

Students only 
 

Studio hire is available to DDS students who wish to practice their concert routines and create their X-Press Yourself
Routine. The studio is now available on weekends for party hire. 

Non DDS members
 

Studio hire is available to the public. See reception for further details

$55 per Hour

$    TBA



TRIAL CLASSES
New to dance or DDS and don't know which classes to take?

 
 
 

We have Trial Classes!

$10 for one
class

$20 for as
many

classes as
you'd like

for 1 week!

OR



2020
IMPORTANT DATES

TERM 1

Term 1 28 January
Students start 27 January  - 27 March

 
 
 

TERM 2
14 April - 26 June

 
 

ANZAC day
Saturday 25 April - no classes will run 

 
Mid Year Showcase

TBA
 
 
 

TERM 3
 

13 July - 18 September
 

X-Press Yourself
TBA

 
 

TERM 4
5 October - 18 December

 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Tuesday 3rd November - No Classes will run
 

Showcase Photo Day
TBA 

 
End of Year Showcase

TBA
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2020
CLASS LEVELS
Our dance educators

meet regularly to discuss
students progress and

class placement.
It is our policy to offer

appropriate
opportunities for every

child. Placement
decisions are derived

from many years of
teaching experience.
Placement is highly

individual and the factors
that go into the decision

are complex.

TINIES
3 - 5 years

Ballet, Jazz, Hip Hop & Tap

BEGINNER
5 - 8years 

Acrobatics, Ballet, Cheerleadingazz, Hip Hop,
Musical Theatre & Tap

INTERMEDIATE
8 - 10 years 

Acrobatics, Ballet, Cheerleading, Contemporary,
Jazz, Hip Hop, Musical Theatre, Remix, & Tap

ADVANCED
10 - 13 years 

Acrobatics, Ballet, Cheerleading, Contemporary,
Jazz, Hip Hop, Lyrical, 

Musical Theatre, Remix, Commercial & Tap

SENIOR
13+ years

Acrobatics, Ballet, Cheerleading, Contemporary,
Jazz, Hip Hop, Lyrical, Musical Theatre, commercial

& Tap



2020 UNIFORM

Ballet students must wear the DDS Leotard with
either a purple, green or black wrap skirt



UNIFORM PRICE LIST
High Waist Full Length Leggings

 $65
 

Leotard
$69

 
Singlet

$55
 

T-Shirts
$33

 
Crop Top

$45
 

High waist Shorts
$49

 
Long Sleeve warm Up Jacket

$80
 

Dance Bag
$75



UNIFORM ORDERS
Each student is responsible for measuring their uniform sizes. No spares are ordered so please

ensure you measure correctly. Due to the nature of the fabric up sizing is not recommended.

To order uniforms please visit our website.



2020 SHOES

Jazz, Musical Theatre
GirlsBoysGirls Boys

Tap Hip Hop, Commercial
Jazz, Remix 

Students may require either for concert
time

Girls Boys

Ballet

Intermediate and Advanced girls are
required to have ribbon on their shoes for

concert time

Contemporary, Lyrical

Students may also go barefoot



TUITION FEES

Multi class discounts

FAMILY DISCOUNT
Family discounts are offered to those families with 2 or more students enrolled. Each
student will receive $10 off their term fees. 
 
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS
An early bird discount rate of 5% is now available for all DDS students. To be eligible
for the early bird rate, all fees must be paid 2 weeks before the start of term.
 
ENROLLMENT FEE
An annual $20  registration fee will need to be payed at the time of enrollment to
cover student liability and injury cover. This is non refundable. 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEE
Our annual recreational membership fee is $60 for Rising Star Members. This is due
at the time of enrollment and is non refundable.
 
SURCHARGE
A surcharge is applicable to all online portal payments.
 
CLASS DEPOSITS
Upon enrolment, families are required to pay a class deposit for each class they are
enrolled into for 2020. The class deposit is 50% of the term fees before discounts.
 
REFUNDS POLICY
If a student wishes to drop a class that has been paid for or partially paid for, there
will be no refunds given. The amount will however be credited on the parent's
account and will carry over for the following term.
 
DUE DATE
Term fees must be fully paid by first week of the term
 
 

30 Minute class
 

$12

45 Minute class
 

$14

60 Minute class
 

$16

75 Minute class
 

$17

Basic
Package

2-4 classes
per week

5%
DISCOUNT
ON FEES

Plus 
Package

5-7 classes
 per week

Elite 
Package

8-10 classes
 per week

Platinum
Package

10+ classes
 per week

10%
DISCOUNT
ON FEES

15%
DISCOUNT
ON FEES

20%
DISCOUNT
ON FEES



The opportunity to perform in a dance concert is an exciting and empowering part of the dance

training process. This is where we love to watch our students learn about the theatre, rehearsal

and teamwork while they enjoy the opportunity to showcase their skills in a professionally run

production.

 

Many students participate in a number of itms

If there is any reason why your child will not be able to perform please let us know as soon as

possible so we can make amendments to class routines.

 

Family and friends are invited to attend these wonderful events to support their dancer.

 

 

SHOWCASE
2020



FACEBOOK

PUBLIC PAGE: Derrimut Dance

Studio

 

MEMBERS ONLY PAGE: DDS

Student Group

COMMUNICATION
WEBSITE

All important information throughout

the year will be posted on our website.

 

Keep up to date with news, blogs,

special events and newsletters by

regularly checking our website.

 

www.derrimutdancestudio.com 

 

PARENT PORTAL

Upon enrolment you will have access to

our online parent portal where you can

view invoices, enrol in classes, make

payments and so much more! 

 

You can access the parent portal via our

website. 

 

EMAIL

lorisa@derrimutdancestudio.com

For convenience our primary means of

communication is via email. 

 

Please ensure you have provided an up

to date email address and have

removed us from your spam lists to

ensure you receive all of our important

emails.

 

INSTAGRAM

Derrimut.Dance.Studio



Terms and Conditions
Terms & conditions must be accepted by all students and parents/guardians. By enrolling you or your child in our classes you are agreeing to the following terms:
 
REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT
1. A registration form must be completed upon joining Derrimut Dance School (DDS). If the student is under the age of 18 a parent or guardian must sign the registration on behalf of the child. A
student will not be permitted to attend any class unless a registration form has been completed.
2. An annual, non-refundable, enrolment fee of $20 applies to all students at the commencement of the enrolment date.
3. Fees are payable in full at the end of each term to reserve your place in the class for following term.  If the term’s fees have not been received before you/ your child’s first class of the term the
position in that class may be forfeited.
4. If there are any outstanding fees from the previous term, your child will not be allowed to participate in their classes until the account has been finalized. In Term 4 all accounts must be finalized
before the concert. Failure to do so will mean your child will not be able to perform in the end of year show. No refunds on any fees or tickets will be applied.
5. Enrolments for the following year cannot be processed from any current student with any out standing accounts.
6. By paying the term’s fees you are committing to the class times for the entire term. If the student does not attend a class, there are no refunds however, a student may attend another class
during the term to make up for their absence.
7. In the event that a class is cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances, fees will be subtracted from the forthcoming term or a makeup class will be provided.
8. If the student wishes to participate in the Rising Stars team they understand that they are committed for an entire year. If the student wishes to withdraw from the team without medical reason
before the year is over a $200 cancellation fee will apply.
9. Casual payment is only available to students attending private lessons.
10. If you are booked in for a private lesson and can not attend, a 24 hour cancellation policy applies. If the student has not notified DDS within the time frame the casual class fee will still need to
be payed for.
11. Costume hire fees for concerts are payable in term 2 and/ or 3.
12. Price of costumes will vary depending on genre and design
 
CLASS CONDUCT
1. Parents are not permitted to watch any classes except in exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the teacher and DDS management.
2. All students and parents are expected to behave in a respectable manner towards all staff members of DDS both inside the studio and out. Bullying or any kind of disrespectful behaviour will
result in immediate expulsion of the student, forfeiting any term or advance payment.
3. In order to provide adequate dance training, it is necessary for dance teachers to physically coach in the development of student technique and placement. This may require strictly appropriate
physical contact between dance teaching staff and students. It is also understood that any sort of development cannot occur without structured approach to all dance classes. Dance is a form of
discipline and this will be advocated throughout all classes at DDS.
4. Students are not permitted to bring food into the studio unless they have a medical requirement stated on the enrolment form. Gum is strictly prohibited.
5. The use of mobile phones is not permitted in the class unless the student is recording their class routine and/or has asked the teacher’s permission. Any mobile phone brought into the studio
must be switched off.
6. If a student requires to leave the studio to use the bathroom or any other reason, they are to notify the teacher and a parent or guardian must escort them. If a parent or guardian is not
present, the student must take a buddy with them.
7. The teacher will not be responsible for assisting a child use the bathroom
8. Students are responsible for their own property and bring items at their own risk. Any item brought into the studio must be clearly labelled with the student’s name. DDS will not be held
responsible for any property lost in or around the studio.
9. Parents/ Guardians are responsible for staying up to date with the studio information. There are various avenues for this such as emails, newsletters and social media.
10. All students/ parents must respect the decisions made by the studio.
 
ATTENDANCE
1. By paying in full the student understands that they are committed to the class for an entire term.
2. Students are expected to attend every class they have enrolled into. If they are unable to attend class a courtesy phone call, email or message on social media is required.
3. If the student is absent for a number of weeks, they understand that they may not be choreographed into certain sections of the concert routines to avoid having to reteach the routine to
students who have been attending every single week.
4. Students must be on time to every class as warm up is vital to injury prevention.
5. Written notification is required or any changes to enrolment including withdrawal.
6. The latest date to make changes to your enrolment including withdrawal is 4 weeks prior to the term commencement.
7. Withdrawals are permitted after this time however full term fees are still payable.
 
 



Terms and Conditions

UNIFORM
1. The DDS branded uniform MUST be worn to every class to ensure each student is easily identifiable. We firmly believe wearing the uniform is an important part of learning as it encourages a
sense of discipline, equality and reminds us of our duty as a student.
2. Appropriate footwear is to be worn for each genre for safety and protection purposes.
3. We recommend long hair to be neatly tied back in a pony tail or bun to avoid distraction in class.
 
RISING STARS TEAMS
1. Rising Stars A and B are elite competition and performance teams. Individuals are invited to audition to become a Rising Star member.
2. Students participating in Rising Stars understand that the class is an added on privilege and it is not a substitute for their core technical classes.
3. Students participating in Rising Stars must have been dancing for a minimum of two years AND be enrolled in Ballet and Jazz for the duration of their time in the team. This is to ensure the
students are learning proper technique and to encourage professional, dedicated and passionate dancers.
4. Parents and Guardians understand that Rising Stars will be required to attend competitions and events outside of studio hours and commit to these responsibilities.
5. If a student wished to withdraw from the team within the year there will be a $200 cancellation fee.  This is to promote teamwork and unity within the studio and ensure the students
understands what it means to work in collaboration. Equally as this is a competition and performance class, multiple routines will be choreographed with a specific number of students in mind.
The student may not drop out of Rising Stars unless the semester is over to avoid having to withdraw the team from competitions and rechoreographing numbers.
6. There is a $60 membership fee for all Rising Star Members payable at the time of enrolment.
7. The dancers must be able to attend the DDS showcases as they will typically either open or close the shows.
8. Children that participate in Rising Stars will Incur extra costs to cover registration fees and costumes.
 
SOCIAL MEDIA.
1. Social media posts directly related/or involving DDS must be respectful and in line with the ethos and culture of the studio. No one is to post choreography from any class unless they have
permission from the Director.
2. Any photographs or videos taken of you or your child during class, photo day, concerts, performances, competitions or at any other DDS gathering may be taken and used for promotion of DDS
in any media stream.
3. No parents are to take photos of their children in class. This includes during Ready Set Dance classes.
 
MISCELLANEOUS
1. All items produced by DDS (including original music edits, choreography, creative concepts, costumes, props and sets) remain the property of DDS and cannot be replicated or reproduced
2. A certain amount of risk is involved by taking part in any physical activity. Students taking part in any classes or events run by DDS do so at their own risk. DDS will not be held responsible for
any injuries which may occur whilst in class or on the premises. DDS will seek medical attention or administer basic first aid for your child immediately if needed and has the necessary insurances
to cover any injury that may be obtained at DDS.



Code Of Conduct

At DDS we are committed to providing a welcoming and safe environment that aims to instil a love of dance in our students and develop essential life skills including respect, commitment,
reliability, discipline and teamwork. In order to create a happy and positive experience for our DDS community we ask that all family members and staff comply with the following.
 
Students:
·       Demonstrate respect for teachers, parents, staff and other students at all times.
·       Arrive at least five minutes prior to your scheduled class. Latecomers may be refused entry, due to the risk of injury.
·       Dance uniforms and dance shoes must be worn for classes, where specified. School uniform is not appropriate dance attire and therefore not permitted. Teachers may refuse entry to
dancers not groomed appropriately.
·       Bring a clearly named bottle of water to every class.
·       Honour prior commitments made to the studio by attending classes, rehearsals and performances.
·       Always serve as a role model to younger dancers, including appropriate language and behaviour.
·       Show respect and care for studio equipment and facilities.
·       Ask for help if you need it. We are here to help!
 
Parents/Guardians:
·       Demonstrate respect for teachers, students, staff and other parents at all times.
·       Take responsibility to read email updates and keep up to date with current activities and important information.
·       Ensure siblings are always supervised, equipment is treated with care and the waiting areas are left tidy.
·       Refrain from entering either dance studio unless invited by a teacher.
·       Understand and support the DDS approach by encouraging children to show commitment and positivity while working to the best of their own ability.
·       Refrain from taking photographs or video without permission.
·       Raise any concerns with a teacher or staff member by making an appointment.
 
Staff and Teachers:
·       Studios will employ teaching staff with the experience, knowledge or qualifications required for the range of levels and techniques being taught. Student teachers will be trained and
supervised to ensure the school’s teaching standards are maintained.
·       Will strive to communicate a love of dance and show professional attitudes, including punctuality, reliability and responsible care of students. We will strive to develop self-discipline and
self-motivation in the students and encourage and support the individual in the class situation
·       Individual teachers will try to recognise physical variations, modifying their teaching and seeking medical advice when necessary. The teaching and choreography must be anatomically safe,
and teachers must be prepared to deal with medical emergencies.
·       Abide by the Victorian Government Child Safe Standards. Information on these standards is available on the Department of Human Services website.
 
If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse, for example is being threatened or assaulted at or near DDS, phone 000.
 
Thank you from all of us at DDS for your cooperation in creating a fun, safe and positive environment for our community.



Media and Privacy

Media
 
By enrolling at Derrimut Dance Studio I give permission for the following to be used:
 
Without expectation of compensation or other remuneration, now or in the future, I hereby give my consent to Derrimut Dance Studio, its affiliates and agents, to use my image and likeness
and/or any interview statements from me / my children in its publications, advertising or other media activities (including the Internet).  This consent includes, but is not limited to:
 
(a) Permission to interview, film, photograph, tape, or otherwise make a video reproduction of me and/or record me/ my child's voice;
(b) Permission to use my/ my child's name; and
(c) Permission to use quotes from interview(s) (or excerpts of such quotes), film, videography, photograph(s), tape(s) or reproduction(s) of me/ my child, and/or recording of my voice, in part or
in whole, in its publications, in newspapers, magazines and other print media, on television, radio and electronic media (including the Internet), in theatrical media and/or in mailings for
educational and awareness.
 
This consent is given in perpetuity, and does not require prior approval by me.
 
 
 
Privacy
 
Upon enrolment DDS will collect personal information from you to ensure the safety of your student. This information is stored confidentially and under passcode with only the studio director
and receptionist having access. DDS strictly protects the security of your personal information and honors your choices for its intended use. We will never pass your personal information to a
third party unless required by government authorities, sale of business or in the event of debt recovery. We carefully protect your data from loss, misuse, unauthorized access or disclosure,
alteration, or destruction. You are entitled to review the personal information you have provided us and ensure that it is accurate and current at all times. To review or update this information
simply contact DDS.
 


